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13TH ANNUAL

4 DAYS
16 FILMS

3 VENUES

COURT STREET THEATRE
 1216 Court St.

CASTLE MUSEUM
 500 Federal Ave.

HOYT LIBRARY 
 505 Janes Ave.

RIVERSIDESAGINAWFILMFESTIVAL.ORG

MAJOR DONORS COST

Single ticket .............................................................$5
Pre-festival pass ...................................................$40
Pass during festival run .......................................$45
Cash and checks only.
Pre-festival pass available by calling 989.607.1070 
and arranging a pick up time at Hoyt Library.
A festival pass entitles the holder to enter all films, but 
passes do not guarantee a seat.
Festival pass holders are entitled to discounts at 
several area restaurants. Please get a copy of the 
participating restaurants at the three venues or by 
going to our webpage.
All films are subject to availability. We do our best to 
bring you the films listed in this program but, from time 
to time, a film may be pulled at the last moment due to 
circumstances beyond our control.
Please visit our webpage for film trailers and more 
information about the festival. For last-minute 
information on replaced movies or schedule changes 
refer to our Facebook page as well as our webpage.

• The Stoker Charitable Trust

• The Harvey Randall Wickes Foundation

• The Rollin M. Gerstacker Foundation

• The Frank N. Andersen Foundation

• The Jury Foundation

• The Wickson-Link Foundation

13th ANNUAL RIVERSIDE SAGINAW FILM FESTIVAL SCHEDULE

Show Times The Court Street Theatre Hoyt Public Library Castle Museum of Saginaw County History

THURSDAY

7:00 pm  Maiden

FRIDAY

11:00 am Give Me Liberty Parasite The White Crow

2:00 pm Non-Fiction Reinventing Rosalee Dogman

5:00 pm Ash is the Purest White Wild Rose The Russian Five

8:00 pm Beanpole The Chambermaid Aga

SATURDAY

11:00 am Scheme Birds Parasite The Russian Five

2:00 pm Maiden The Chambermaid Wild Rose

5:00 pm Non-Fiction Ash is the Purest White For Sama

8:00 pm Beanpole The Souvenir

SUNDAY

11:00 am Give Me Liberty The Souvenir The White Crow

2:00 pm Scheme Birds Reinventing Rosalee Aga

5:00 pm For Sama Dogman  



“Aga”
Siberia, 2018, drama, 96m, not rated
In a yurt on the snow-covered fields of Russia, Nanook and Sedna live 
alone in the wilderness, following the traditions of their ancestors. But 
slowly, inevitably their way of life starts changing. Hunting becomes more 
difficult, the animals around them are dying and the snow is melting 
earlier every year. 
When Sedna’s health deteriorates, Nanook decides to fulfill her wish... to 
embark on a long journey to find their estranged daughter Aga.
Winner at numerous film festivals for its director and as best film.
“A small gem of focused filmmaking; tells minimal story so beautifully it 
holds us completely” — Kenneth Turan, Los Angeles Times
SPONSORED BY Georgia Knapp and Patricia Evans

“Ash Is the Purist White”
China, 2018, drama/crime, 136m, not rated
In an industrial city in China, a young dancer named Qiao falls in love 
with a mobster named Bin. When a fight breaks out between rival gangs, 
Qiao uses a gun to protect Bin and is sent to prison for five years.
Nominee at numerous film festivals.
“As a gangster morality tale ‘Ash’ is pretty mild; as a picture of China and 
Qiao’s struggle it’s much better” — Tom Long, Detroit News
SPONSORED BY Pat Bourdow and Janet Freeland

“Beanpole”
Russia, 2019, historical drama, 130m, not rated
1945, Leningrad. World War II has devastated the city, leaving its citizens 
in tatters, physically and mentally. Although the siege is finally over, life 
and death continue their battle in the wreckage that remains. 
In it two young women search for meaning and hope in the struggle to 
rebuild their lives amongst the ruins.
Winner at Cannes Film Festival.
“You quite often have to remind yourself to breathe” 
— Jessica Kiang, Variety
SPONSORED BY Leslie and Marion Tincknell and 
Gene and Shirley Nuckolls

“The Chambermaid”
Mexico, 2018, drama, 102m, not rated
A young chambermaid at a luxurious Mexico City hotel confronts 
the monotony of long workdays with quiet examinations of forgotten 
belongings and budding friendships that nourish her newfound and 
determined dream for a better life.
Winner at numerous film festivals.
“An eerily atmospheric, poignant, disquieting movie about 21st-century 
luxury and the invisible servant class required to maintain it” 
— Peter Bradshaw, The Guardian
SPONSORED BY Tom and Irene Light and dawn of a new day

“Dogman”
Italy, 2018, drama/thriller, 120m, not rated
A mild-mannered dog groomer commits petty crimes for a former boxer 
who terrorizes the neighborhood. When the boxer’s abuse brings the 
groomer to the breaking point, he finally decides to take matters into his 
own hands.
Inspired by true events. Winner at Cannes Film Festival. 
“The movie is a parable about what happens if we allow the takers, the 
bullies and the ego-monsters to dictate our lives unopposed; as such, it’s 
relevant to history and to today’s headlines” — Ty Burr, Boston Globe
SPONSORED BY Mike and Erika Hirschman

“Give Me Liberty”
USA, 2019, comedy/drama, 110m, not rated
When a riot breaks out in Milwaukee, a medical transport driver is torn 
between his promise to get his relatives, a group of elderly Russians, to 
a funeral and his desire to help a headstrong young black woman in a 
wheelchair.
“A full-blown farce on wheels, a master class in controlled, escalating 
chaos” — Justin Chang, The Los Angeles Times
SPONSORED BY Marilyn and Doug Leffler and Mary Jane Balcueva

“Non-Fiction”
France, 2018, farce, 108m, R
Alain is in his 40s and runs a famous publishing house which publishes 
novels by his friend Léonard, a bohemian writer. Alain’s wife, Selena, is 
the star of a popular TV series and Léonard’s companion, Valérie, is the 
devoted assistant of a political figure. 
Although they are longtime friends, Alain is about to turn down Léonard’s 
new manuscript, complicating the relationship between the two couples.
Juliet Binoche stars as Selena.
“‘Non-Fiction’ is a bonbon spiked with delicious wit and malice” 
— Peter Travers, Rolling Stone
SPONSORED  BY Hensinger Study Group and 
Mike and Erika Hirschman

“Parasite”
S. Korea, 2019, drama thriller, 132m, R
Meet the Park Family, the picture of aspirational wealth. And the Kim 
Family, rich in street smarts but not much else. Be it chance or fate, 
these two houses are brought together and the Kims sense a golden 
opportunity. 
Masterminded by college-aged Ki-woo, the Kim children expediently 
install themselves as tutor and art therapist to the Parks. Soon, a 
symbiotic relationship forms between the two families. 
When a parasitic interloper threatens the Kims’ newfound comfort, a 
savage, underhanded battle for dominance breaks out, threatening to 
destroy the fragile ecosystem between the Kims and the Parks.
Winner at Cannes Film Festival.
“‘Parasite’ is unquestionably one of the best films of the year” 
— Brian Tallerico, Robert Ebert
SPONSORED BY Marie Guimond and Kevin’s Lunchbox Productions

“The Souvenir”
England, 2019, drama/mystery, 119m, R
A shy film student (Honor Swinton Byrne, daughter of Tilda Swinton who 
also is in the film) begins finding her voice as an artist while navigating a 
turbulent courtship with a charismatic but untrustworthy man. 
She defies her protective mother and concerned friends as she slips 

deeper and deeper into an intense, emotionally fraught relationship which 
comes dangerously close to destroying her dreams.
The film is a semi-fictionalized version of director/writer Joanna Hogg’s 
own experiences at film school.
“As rousing and exhilarating as anything you’ll see in a Hollywood 
blockbuster or high-level horror” — Kevin Mahar, The Times
SPONSORED BY Kathy Couillard and Rose Marie Nickodemus

“White Crow”
England, 2018, biopic, 127m, R
Written by David Hare and directed by Ralph Fiennes. It stars Oleg 
Ivenko as the ballet dancer Rudolf Nureyev. The drama charts the iconic 
dancer’s famed defection from the Soviet Union to the West in 1961, 
despite KGB efforts to stop him.
Chronicling his life and dance career. 
Fiennes also plays a role as Nureyev’s dance teacher and mentor.
“The Nureyev story is a very good one, and Fiennes and Hare tell it well” 
— David Stratton, The Australian
SPONSORED BY Saginaw County Commissioner Cheryl Hadsell and 
Jodi and Lenny LeFevre

“Wild Rose”
Scotland, 2018, drama/comedy, 101m, R
Fresh out of prison, a Scottish woman juggles her job and two children 
while pursuing her dream of becoming a country music star. She soon 
gets her chance when she travels to Nashville, Tenn., on a life-changing 
journey. 
“‘Wild Rose’ is singing a different tune. Just don’t be surprised when it 
opens up getting stuck in your head” — Adam Graham, Detroit News
SPONSORED BY The Listening Room and 
A&D Health Care Professionals

“For Sama”
USA, in Arabic, 2019, 100m
An intimate and epic journey into the female experience of war. The story 
of Waad al-Kateab’s life through five years of the uprising in Aleppo, 
Syria, as she falls in love, gets married and gives birth to Sama, all while 
conflict rises around her.
The film is the first feature documentary by Emmy award-winning 
filmmakers Waad al-Kateab and Edward Watts. Winner at Cannes and 23 
other film festivals internationally.
“This is devastating. So hard to watch, so heartbreaking, and so inspiring” 
— Christy Lemire, Film Week
SPONSORED BY Foulds & Co. and Fabiano Brothers

“Maiden” (USA, 2018, 97m )
Tracy Edwards, a 24-year-old cook in charter boats, became the skipper 
of the first ever all-female crew to enter the Whitbread Round the World 
(33,000 miles) race in 1989. 
To get there she remortgaged her home, bought a secondhand boat, 
battled chauvinism from her competitors and the press, and secured wary 
sponsors.

Winner at numerous film festivals.
“A taut, gripping documentary about one young woman’s dream” 
— Moira MacDonald, Seattle Times
SPONSORED BY second Friday Book Club and Saginaw Bay 
Underwriters

“Reinventing Rosalee” (USA, 2018, 90m)
Rosalee Glass, a former Holocaust survivor taken prisoner to a Siberian 
gulag during WWII, moves to America and transforms her destiny. In her 
80s she begins an acting career, in her 90s wins a senior beauty pageant 
and dares to ride Alaskan sled dogs at 100.
Written and directed by her daughter, Lillian Glass. Winner at 20 film 
festivals worldwide.
SPONSORED BY Mondays@7 Book Club and 
Jackie Doig and Peter Bagley

“The Russian Five”
USA, 2018, 102m
In the late 1980s, the Detroit Red Wings work to finally break a 42-year 
Stanley Cup drought by extracting players from the Iron Curtain Soviet Union 
and, in the process, change the way North American hockey is played.
Winner at three film festivals in Michigan and Ontario.
“One of the most dramatic and emotional of sports stories gets the expert 
film it deserves ; a documentary that is moving in ways you won’t see 
coming” — Kenneth Turan, The Los Angeles Times
SPONSORED BY Spirit Hockey Club

“Scheme Birds”
Sweden, 2019, 90m
As her childhood turns into motherhood, a teenage troublemaker comes of 
age in her fading Scottish steel town. But in a place where “you either get 
knocked up or locked up,” innocent games can easily turn into serious crime.
Winner at Tribeca Film Festival
“This feature-length debut for Swedish duo Ellen Fiske and Ellinor Hallin is 
a work of major promise” — Guy Lodge, Variety
SPONSORED BY Independent Bank

FEATURE FILMS

DOCUMENTARIES
SPECIAL EVENTS

AND PERFORMANCES
“Maiden”

SPEAKER: Peter Sulfridge, experienced yachtsman. 
At the Thursday showing only.

“Wild Rose”
PERFORMING: Laurie Middlebrook, Saginaw country music singer/

songwriter. At both showings.

“Beanpole”
SPEAKER: Jason Szilagyi Delta College History Department. 

At both showings.
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